
  
INCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS ORDINANCE NO. 730 

 
AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT OF A LEASE 
WITH CELLCO PARTNERSHIP, D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS FOR 
REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING ANTENNA COLLOCATION AND FACILITIES 
AT 280 NORTH MESA ROAD, LOS ALAMOS, ON THE NORTH MESA WATER 
TOWER 

 
WHEREAS, the Incorporated County of Los Alamos ("County") entered into a Lease 

for Antenna Collocation and Facilities Site ("Lease") with Verizon Wireless (VAW) LLC, d/b/a 
Verizon Wireless ("Verizon") on July 21, 2005, for the placement and use of certain wireless 
telecommunication equipment on the North Mesa Water Tower ("Water Tower"); and 

WHEREAS, the leased space is located at 280 North Mesa Road, Los Alamos, New 
Mexico 87544 ("Property") and includes both ground equipment and certain antennas on 
County's Water Tower; and 
 

WHEREAS, Cellco Partnership (“Cellco”) became a successor in interest of the 
Lease with Verizon; and 
 

WHEREAS, on December 12, 2022, County received a request from Cellco to modify 
the existing antenna equipment and Lease on the Water Tower and Property; and 
 

WHEREAS, County has worked with Cellco since that time to identify current ground 
and antenna equipment, including the proposed additions and/or equipment replacements, 
and reviewed and approved a Cellco-produced structural analysis and engineered site plan; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Utilities ("DPU") and other affected 
departments have reviewed the proposed plans and specifications as provided by Cellco 
and find that the proposed Lease Amendment, attached hereto as Attachment A, is 
appropriate for the further improvement of wireless telecommunication services within the 
County. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE INCORPORATED COUNTY 
OF LOS ALAMOS: 
 

Section 1. The County Council finds ratification and Amendment of the Lease is 
appropriate and will improve wireless telecommunication services in the County. 
 

Section 2. The Utilities Manager is hereby authorized to take all action necessary to 
carry out the amendment of the Lease with Cellco. 

 
Section 3. Severability. Should any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this 

Ordinance, for any reason, be held to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or 
unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the 
remaining provisions of this Ordinance. 
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Section 4. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days 
after publication of notice of its adoption. 
 

Section 5. Repealer. All other ordinances or resolutions, or parts thereof, 
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed only to the extent of such inconsistency. This 
repealer shall not be construed to revive any ordinance or resolution, or part thereof, 
heretofore repealed. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 26th day of March 2024. 
 

COUNCIL OF THE INCORPORATED 
      COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS, NEW MEXICO 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      Denise Derkacs, 
      Council Chair 
ATTEST: (Seal) 
 
___________________________________ 
Naomi D. Maestas, 
Los Alamos County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 



VzW Site Name/ID:  NM4 Quemazon / 5000020682 
 

AMENDMENT NO. 3 

LEASE FOR ANTENNA COLLOCATION AND FACILITIES SITE 
Between 

INCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS, 
An Incorporated County of the State of New Mexico, 

As Landlord 
And 

CELLCO PARTNERSHIP, D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS, 
As Tenant 

This AMENDMENT NO. 3 is entered into by and between the Incorporated County of 
Los Alamos, an incorporated county of the State of New Mexico ("County” or "Landlord"), and 
Cellco Partnership, d/b/a Verizon Wireless ("Tenant"), to be effective for all purposes April 1, 
2024. 

WHEREAS, the original solicitation for Wireless Communications Facilities Lease, 
Request for Proposals, No. 2002-1350 (the "RFP") was issued on November 13, 2001; and 
 

WHEREAS, County and Tenant, or their predecessors-in-interest, entered into a Lease 
Agreement for Antenna Collocation and Facilities Site ("Lease Agreement") on July 21, 2005, 
with the Primary Term of sixty (60) months. The Lease Agreement gave Tenant the right to extend 
the lease term for five (5) periods of five (5) years each by giving written notice of renewal to County 
at least ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the then-current lease term; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Primary Term was extended on October 1, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, the Lease Agreement was amended pursuant to a certain Amendment No. 
1 effective April 30, 2011 ("Amendment No. 1"); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Lease Agreement was amended pursuant to a certain Amendment No. 
2 effective October 1, 2015 ("Amendment No. 2"); and 

 
WHEREAS, Tenant wishes to modify some of the major equipment to be used on the site 

identified in amended Exhibit B-3 of the Lease Agreement. Tenant will replace all nine (9) 
existing panel antennas with nine (9) new panel antennas; remove six (6) existing Tower 
Mounted Amplifier (TMA) units; install three (3) new Remote Radio Head (RRH) units; retain six 
(6) RRH units; retain one (1) hybrid line of coax; retain twelve (12) coaxial cables, Remote 
Electrical Tilt (RET); and retain one (1) twelve port junction box.  All new equipment will be 
mounted at the very same location and heights as the existing antennas, will not extend beyond 
their current top height, and the modification will have no impact on the current facility’s ground 
footprint, nor will it require any ground or water tank disturbance, all and only as shown in the 
ten (10) page plan set last revised on April 6, 2023 (“Plans”) that are attached hereto as Exhibit 
B-4 and incorporated herein by this reference; and 

WHEREAS, Tenant intends that Landlord rely on and Landlord does rely on the accuracy 
and reliability of all of the information in Exhibits B-4 (engineered plans); and 

WHEREAS, Council now ratifies and affirms the award of this Amendment No. 3 and finds 
that ratification and affirmation of this Amendment No. 3 is in the best interest of County; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of Public Utilities approved this Amendment No. 3 at a public 
meeting held on February 21, 2024; and 
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WHEREAS, the County Council approved this Amendment No. 3, by Ordinance No. 

730, at a public meeting held on March 26, 2024. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, County and Tenant agree as 
follows: 
 

l.  The Tenant agrees that in connection with this Amendment No. 3 the County is 
acting solely within its proprietary rights and authority as a property owner. 

II. To include a new Exhibit B-3 attached hereto, in its entirety. Exhibit B-3 is intended 
to supplement Exhibit B and Exhibit B-1 to the Lease Agreement. To the extent of a conflict 
between Exhibit B or Exhibit B-1 and Exhibit B-3, Exhibit B-3 shall control. 
 

III.  ADMINITRATIVE AND SITE REVIEW FEE. Within ninety (90) days after the 
parties fully execute this Amendment No. 3, Tenant shall pay to Landlord a nonrefundable one-
time administrative and site review fee equal to FIFTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ($15,000.00) 
to cover Landlord's costs to review and execute this Amendment No. 3. The Administrative and 
Site Review Fee shall not be any offset to any Rental owed under this Third Amendment and 
is fully earned and non-refundable by Landlord upon the full execution of this Third Amendment.   
 
Except as expressly modified by this Amendment No. 3, the Lease Agreement is hereby ratified 
and reaffirmed, and the terms and conditions of the Lease Agreement remain unchanged and 
in effect. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Amendment No. 3 on the 
date(s) set forth opposite the signatures of their authorized representatives to be effective for all 
purposes on April 1, 2024. 
 
ATTEST INCORPORATED COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS 
 
__________________________ BY: _____________________________________ 
NAOMI D. MAESTAS PHILO S. SHELTON III, P.E. DATE 
COUNTY CLERK UTILITIES MANAGER 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
__________________________ 
J. ALVIN LEAPHART 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO ) 
: SS 

COUNTY OF LOS ALAMOS ) 
 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this  day of March 2024, 
by Philo S. Shelton III, P.E., Utilities Manager for the Incorporated County of Los Alamos. 

 
 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
My Commission Expires: 
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Cellco Partnership, 
D/B/A Verizon Wireless 

 
By: 
  
Name:  
  
Date:  
  
Title:        

 
 

STATE OF ARIZONA ) 
: SS 

COUNTY OF MARICOPA ) 
 
 

On  , 2024, before me,  , 
Notary Public,  , who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory 
evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that he executed the same in his authorized capacity, and that by his 
signature on the instrument the person, or the entity upon behalf of which the person acted, 
executed the instrument. 

 
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of Arizona that the 
foregoing paragraph is true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 
 
 
 
 

Signature of notary Public 
 

(Seal) 
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EXHIBIT B-3 

 
Amendment No. 3 

 
Verizon North Mesa Water Tower Equipment Changes 

 
REMOVING: 

• Nine (9) existing panel antennas 
• Six (6) existing TMA Units 

INSTALLING: 
• Nine (9) new panel antennas 
• Three (3) RRH units 

RETAINING: 
• Six (6) RRH Units 
• One (1) hybrid line of coax 
• Twelve (12) coaxial cables (RET) 
• One (1) twelve port junction box 
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