
As we are getting settled, please write down and post your favorite plant and least 
favorite on the post-its provided

Denise George, Janine Fales, Los Alamos Master Gardeners, 
To learn more consider signing up at our extension office for the 2024 Master 
Gardener class offered by NMSU.
save questions for end -- zoom to chat
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You know the function, now what?
What do you want to see, smell, attract (or not attract), harvest in the chosen area?
Reading the plant label and more
Plant examples
Relandscaping Example
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A quick review of what has been covered in previous 
sessions.
You started out with a blank slate, identified the 
microclimates of different areas and associated the areas 
with various uses
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How do we get from the concept to the landscape plan?

Have you  decided what your design aesthetic is – more on this in the next slide.
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We present two design aesthetics.
You do not have to use the same aesthetic in all areas.
As one example you may want to use the 'English' design up close to the house and 
have it transition to a 'Natural' design farther away or in front or side yards.

This Example of 'English' design provides a variety of 
Fragrance, texture, form, color, pollenator attractants through all seasons. 
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This style is less busy, focuses on native plants, visually calming, less variety.
Both Judith Phillips (NM) and Lauren Springer (CO) have plans/plant lists sensitive to 
our climate; both include both natives and adaptive species.
See the resources pages for book and website suggestions.
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Remember to start with trees, next shrubs, then perennials.
Be flexible, use the advice of respected nursery experts.
Ask a master gardener or our extension agent.

Vendors like High Country Gardens sell pre-planned gardens for various desires (e.g. 
pollinator garden)
You can use an existing plan (book, internet) and customize for your area; it may be 
best to select a plan from our region (e.g. Plant Select, High Country Gardens, books)
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This slide lists what an area provides.
This slide lists what a plant needs.
The trick is to match the two.
That is why we emphasize grouping plants of similar needs.

Often too little water to trees, too much water for perennials – esp. natives
However, must get plants established
Take advantage of slope to channel water. 

Sun can be too intense, esp when getting established –might to create shade
Pests – deer ‘resistant’, rabbit ‘resistant’, squirrels, ants, flea beetles, birds on fruits

Come next week to the irrigation talk to learn how to solve some of the 'water' 
problems.
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Sun/shade, water needs, size and spacing, bloom season, Color, Zone
Useful 
Descriptive Information and Warnings
Planting instructions
Vegetable to harvest dates
Companion plants

descriptive info, warnings, planting instructions, vegetable dates to harvest.

More research may be needed to get all of the info you desire (e.g. tolerance to 
alkaline soil, deer or rabbit resistant, pollinator friendly, finer detail on bloom 
time, water/soil needs)

11



Our job is to give the plant the best possible environment for success.
This is a simplification – there are other nuances

Trees & shrubs (woody perennials) – fruit trees, berries, some need cross-pollination 
to fruit, some flower/fruit only on last year’s growth

Herbaceous perennials   – some food plants – rhubarb, asparagus, strawberries
natives can become short-lived if pampered

Biennials – hollyhocks

Annuals – vegetables, container plants=plants outside of our hardiness zone, 
landscape fill-ins, pollinator food sources

IF A PLANT IS STRESSED, it may try to complete it’s reproduction and then die

Examples:  if corn plot isn’t conducive to wind pollination, you will have few kernels – 
can hand pollinate (or, worse, corn may be wind pollinated from a different type of 
corn and may lead to less than desirable taste because you eat the seeds)
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Depending on the microclimate, you may be able to grow something that isn’t 
common –
Depending on the microclimate and seasonal variations, you may have no fruit or a 
healthy crop
Can grow hybrids (Shademaster honeylocust) that produce no flowers/fruit/seeds
Spread can materialize as additional trucks (aspen - rhizome) or multitrucked (gambel 
oak - lignotuber with deep roots, rhizome)
Dwarf trees keep growing, just more slowly than cultivar
Trees can choke out/prevent growth under them (evergreens, poplars)
Worst trees for pollen?
The top 5 pollen producing trees in Albuquerque Mulberry, Juniper, Elm, Ash, 
Cottonwood
What Trees are Prohibited?
All Cypress, All Mulberry
What Trees have Exceptions?
Juniper/Cedar It is OK to buy and plant:
• male plants that do not exceed 2 feet tall when mature, or
• any size plant that is female only
• All Cottonwood/Poplars are restricted except for the following trees



Autumn purple ash – earlier than 1994, Fraxinus americana
Cockspur hawthorn – pretty little tree, nice form, flowers, fruit, Crataegus crus-
galli
 example of tree that Prefers acidic and is  highly drought tolerant, 
thorns, up to 30’
Austrian pine – planted several from NM Forestry, pinecones on path, Pinus nigra 

16



We all make mistakes -
Kansas hawthorn, slow growing, max height of 20’, Crataegus cocciniodes
Non-persistent fruit
Too close to path, too close to casita
Will prune back more to keep fire defensible, rake?



Here, shrubs are much like ‘small’ trees in consideration
Depending on the microclimate, you may be able to grow something that isn’t 
common –   
Some plants need both sexes nearby to produce fruit (e.g. smooth sumac vs three 
leaf sumac)  - if pollen is an issue, plant female
 



Apache plume - native, different texture, pollinators
Viburnum - beautiful, pollinators, bird
Bear grass - interesting texture and pollinators love it
New Mexico Privet - 
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Important structural elements, plant well
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Variety is the spice of life!
Plant odd numbers, consider a wave of color
Hollyhocks are biannuals, but seeds well so a clump can function as an perennial.



Variety is the spice of life!
Plant odd numbers, consider a wave of color



Agastache - pollinators
Daffodils (bulb) - spring
Daylilies (rhizome)
Oriental lilies
Pike’s Peak Purple Penstemon
Missouri evening primrose
Coneflowers - butterflies adore
Pineleaf penstemon - pollinators, long bloom, evergreen
Lavender - scent, evergreen
Peonies - scent
Pincushion pink 
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Wooly speedwell – groundcover 
Rattlesnake master - texture and color
Ice plant ‘Fire Spinner’ - groundcover
Grassleaf Mat Daisy - Rock garden
Siskiyou Blue Idaho Fescue - winter interest and color
White sage - texture and color
Ponderosa Pine ‘Dixie’ - dwarf conifer - form
Creeping gold buttons - groundcover, rock garden
Morman tea - texture
Switch grass - winter interest and texture
Varigated vinca - groundcover

Groundcovers can be used in place of turf, depending on use
Plants like thyme can take some traffic; others are too fragile
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Annuals add summer interest in bare areas
May divert pests from desired plants (e.g. marigolds/tomatoes, dill)
Plants outside of our hardiness zone are annual unless protected over the winter 
(e.g. geraniums, Spanish lavender)
Often can start from seeds or grow from reseeding



No Bee plant in the garden -
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We've included a couple of slides specific to food production 
Fruit (trees, berries, grapes) and Veggies on the next slide
Depending on the microclimate, seasonal variations and pollinator availability, 

you may have no fruit or a healthy crop
Look for late bloom varieties and self fertile.
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There can be environmental issues that affect growth and production.  
Vegetables benefit from different nutrients at different times - e.g. Nitrogen to grow, 
Phosphorus to bloom and set fruit, Potassium for root growth and water transport 
within the plant
Both soil and atmospheric temperatures affect seed germination and plant growth 
(hot days, cool nights)
Vegetable production is usually dependent on the presence of pollinators.

Consider raised beds,
Netting to discourage pests
shade cloth for temperature control (example raspberries)
Walls of water to protect tomatoes and to encourage early growth.



Dark eyed juncos
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Ajuga and lamium
Dark eyed juncos on blue gramma
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crab apple ,fir, lots of blue grass, gravel in parkway
Took master gardener class.



Stripped sod
Hired contractor to remove trees, prepare the soil, terrace the yard and create 

the berm, removed gravel from parkway strip and placed flagstone leaving 
space for  ground cover roses, placed large landscape rocks and then installed 
a drip system  (12 zones for front and sides and back) .

I designed the garden and did all the planting. 4 areas parkway flagstone and 
roses, perennial bed ( pecan shell mulch) , flagstone walkway, shrubs(apache 
plume, sand cherry, sumac,russian sage , ornamental grasses, rock wall

meadow grasses
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A good time to talk about creating a data base of plants 
in your garden
Suggested fields are scientific and common name, date 
planted, date removed or died, area where planted.  
Example – my front yard (after the 2000 relandscape) 
has 135 entries of which 34 have been removed or died.
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Spring, summer, fall
Yellow yarrow-purple penstemon
shrubs remaining sand cherries, butterfly bush, apache plume.sumac. 
wild honeysuckle
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We do not have some of the issues that other climates experience, including too 
much water, too little sun, diseases, …
Resources – replaced soil, time, maintenance, amendments, climate controls…
I’ve grown okra and blueberries, we have tried various plants at the demo garden 
(999 tag)
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Information from both New Mexico and Colorado Cooperative Extension Services are 
of value
The Los Alamos Master Gardeners website (as well as the Demonstration website) 
has information pertinent to our area
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