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Policy: For large accessory structures over 200 square feet and up to 600 square feet in size,
the structure must be affixed to a permanent foundation. Foundations for accessory
structures of this size must be built according to one of the exhibits below or be stamped by
a design professional.

1. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that large accessory structures are constructed on
safe and stable foundations to prevent structural failure, property damage, and safety
hazards. This policy establishes clear foundation standards and design requirements for
accessory structures exceeding 200 square feet in floor area, in compliance with applicable
building codes and engineering standards.

2. Scope
This policy applies to:

o all accessory structures exceeding 200 square feet and up to 600 square
feet in total floor area within the jurisdiction of the Building Department.
Examples include detached garages, workshops, storage buildings, and
similar non-habitable accessory structures.

3. Eligibility
This policy applies to:

e Applies to property owners, contractors, and design professionals
submitting building permit applications for accessory structures within the
stated size range.

e Accessory structures 200 square feet or smaller are exempt from this
policy’s foundation requirements (unless otherwise required by zoning or
floodplain regulations).



e Accessory structures over 600 square feet must meet full foundation and
design standards per the International Residential Code (IRC) or
International Building Code (IBC).

4. Procedures
o Permit Application Submission:

e Submit a building permit application for the accessory structure with all
required drawings and specifications.

e Clearly indicate the total square footage of the structure on the plans.
e Include foundation details as required by this policy.
o Plan Review:

o The Building Department will review the submitted foundation plans to
verify compliance with one of the approved foundation exhibits or confirm
that the design bears a licensed design professional’s stamp.

e Ifrevisions are needed, the applicant must provide corrected documentation
before approval.

o Permit Issuance:

e The building permit will be issued only after the foundation design is
verified as compliant.

o Inspection:

e A foundation inspection must be scheduled and approved prior to framing
or installation of the structure.

e Final inspection will confirm the structure’s attachment to the approved
foundation.

5 Requirements
To comply with this policy:

o Foundation Requirement:

o All accessory structures over 200 square feet and up to 600 square feet
must be affixed to a permanent foundation.

e Design Options:
The foundation design must meet one of the following conditions:

o Option 1: Constructed per one of the standard foundation exhibits
provided by the Building Department.

o Option 2: Designed and stamped by a New Mexico licensed architect or
professional engineer.

e Design Standards:



o The foundation must be capable of withstanding applicable wind loads,
snow loads, and soil conditions as specified in the adopted building code.

o Materials and construction methods must conform to approved structural
standards and manufacturer specifications.

o Documentation:

o Foundation details or design drawings must be included in the permit
submittal package.

o Ifadesign professional’s stamp is used, it must be current, legible, and
specific to the project.

6 Enforcement
e Permit Hold or Denial:
Building permits for accessory structures over 200 square feet will not be issued
without compliant foundation design details.

e Inspection Compliance:
Structures found not to be attached to a permanent foundation or constructed
contrary to approved plans may be subject to correction, suspension of inspection
services, or permit revocation.

o Penalties:
Failure to comply may result in stop-work orders, re-inspection fees, or required
removal of noncompliant structures.

e Authority:
The Building Official or their designee is responsible for enforcing this policy and
ensuring all foundation requirements are met before final approval.

3 x 10 sleel anchor olls 6-0° =12 % 40 stael anchor kolls 60" 0.C.

Lap alding over - max., 7 min. penelration mas, 12°

w;fm[;& : g&%?’(‘r‘ér'n"mn%?‘:\%‘ﬂgl‘ . ?oundf?ncng fr?mcomeraﬁdﬁ‘lrom et and
fiom each end of plate (i, 2 mlnimum of 1 of plale (win, 2 bolts per plate).

bolts per plate). Bglto‘gn p!z&te sgmll)l ble lggnaa“
- Boltom plate shall ba freated anove graae, or he redte

La;?oﬂgglgngv‘aar - g,- be ?gl;)ara%ed rmml concrale ' woad or decay reslalive wood

oo y an mparvious malsture Finlshed =~ el o

minimu of 1% \ bameragd he B" above grade. "gsra:?te w i Gat %uz{m:bm

et 314" Minlmum
~*1 Concrelo Slahy

Finlahed «=gz; %
TR o o
grade A 13’ g a6 7 ]*;"“““* gr%vklleihr{regar\lnirt@d'-({'
i ! . .. Insart rebar (nfo concrols
18 iy O S ggnrie?:lg lgln. Mo et below fostdepl fooling or key viay
et h vilh local
f th 18"
Nota: Checkwith lacal \‘W,] E‘c;)l?mwl L ggwﬂmmr (3Lt robor pin, conllnuous top of
{ bullding department for 2 weling sols. 1 stomwall & at fooling vt 18" laps
swelling sofls, Calssons Calssons may

ba taquled. o]

foay be requited,




